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1 . BASIC INFORMATION RESPONSIVE TO SUBPARAGRAPHS A, B 
AND C OF PARAGRAPH 12 REFTEL WAS PROVIDED IN 1975 HUMAN 
RIGHTS REPORT ( 75 NAIROBI A-27 ). CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS 
UPDATING LAST YEAR'S REPORT AND RESPONDING TO POINTS D 
AND E OF PARA 12 REFTEL ARE CONTAINED IN NAIROBI A-2 1 . 
POUCHED DEPARTMENT MARCH 12. FOLLOWING ARE HIGHLIGHTS 
OF THIS YEAR'S REPORT, AS REQUESTED PARA 10 REFTEL. 

2. KENYA'S RESPECTABLE RECORD IN HUMAN RIGHTS FIELD 
WAS TARNISHED SOMEWHAT IN PAST YEAR AS RESULT OF TOUGH 
GOVERNMENT MEASURES AGAINST HANDFUL OF ITS POLITICAL 
OPPONENTS IN AFTERMATH OF MARCH 1975 MURDER OF LEADING 
ANTI-GOVERNMENT MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT. TWO PROMINENT 
DISSIDENT MP S HAVE BEEN DETAINED WITHOUT TRIAL UNDER 
PRESIDENTIAL ORDER AND THREE OTHERS HAVE BEEN CONVICTED 
OF CRIMINAL CHARGES WHICH APPEAR TO BE POLITICALLY 
INSPIRED. 

3. ON POSITIVE SIDE OF LEDGER, ONE POLITICAL DETAINEE 
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TOTAL NUMBER OF PERSONS UNDER DETENTION IS THOUGHT 
TO BE LESS THAN 10. HUMAN RIGHTS AND CIVIL RIGHTS 
FOR ORDINARY PERSON IN KENYA ARE PROTECTED BY LAW, 
HIGH STANDARD OF IMPARTIALITY IN COURTS, AND RESPECT 
FOR DUE PROCESS BY ADMINISTRATIVE AUTHORITIES. POLICE 
AUTHORITY IS NOT ARBITRARILY EXERCISED, NOR ARE POLICE 
TACTICS CHARACTERIZED BY BRUTALITY. THERE IS NO IN 
DICATION THAT TORTURE OR CRUEL FORMS OF PUNISHMENT 
ARE PRACTICED IN KENYA. 

4. EMBASSY CONCLUDES THAT IN NO SENSE IS THERE CON- 
SISTENT PATTERN OF GROSS VIOLATIONS OF INTERNATIONALLY 
RECOGNIZED HUMAN RIGHTS IN KENYA. GLARE OF ADVERSE 
PUBLICITY FOR ISOLATED CASES OF REPRESSION AGAINST 
INDIVIDUAL DISSIDENTS HAS DETERRED GOVERNMENT FROM 
GREATER ABUSES, SINCE KENYA REMAINS OPEN SOCIETY WITH 
SUBSTANTIALLY FREE PRESS. AT SAME TIME THERE IS NO 
DISPUTING FACT THAT CIVIL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS HAVE 
SUFFERED SETBACK AS RESULT OF DETENTIONS AND JAILINGS 
OF DISSIDENTS OVER PAST YEAR. 

DECON 1-1-78 
MARSHALL 
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